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A Study of the Japanese Ability of Foreign Technical Students
—From the questionnaire survey of instructors
at the Tokyo Institue of Technology—

NISHINA, Kikuko TAKEDA, Akiko

A questionnaire survey of supervisors at the Tokyo Institue of Technology was carried
out in Feburary 1991 to ask thier opinions about the Japanese language ability of the foreign
technical students whom they must coach. This paper presents the results of the survey,
which are summarized below.

1) More than 80% of the supervisors think that it is natural for foreign students to use
the Japanese language in their research. However, some supervisors think that the Japanese -
language is not needed because the standard language in science and technology fields is
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English.

2) The supervisors have a tendency to make their students use English if these students
are from countries where Kanji are not used in writing, since they do not have enough
Japanese ability for their research, even though they can speak Japanese smoothly in daily
conversation.

3) When the foreign technical students do their research by using Japanese, both
scientific and technical Japanese and Japanese that gives them a connection with Japan’'s
traditional culture are disirable.

4) The time for learning the Japanese language is limited for the {oreign technical
students. Therefore, to make a good Japanese language curriculum, both the technical
instructors and specialists in other fields should build up a connection systematically.
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