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CONSTRUCTION OF A THESAURUS BASED ON
SUPERORD | NATE/SUBGRD INATE CONCEPT [I1]

Hozumi TANAKA and Kikuko NISHINA
(Tokyo Institute  (Saitama University)
of Thechnology)

[Abstract] Common sense plays very important role to build good natural language understanding sysytems.
Generally speaking, it is not clear what the definition of common sense is. The word common sense is rather
vague and ambiguous, but there is coumson sense that is clearly defined. A taxonomy of concepts which is
called a thesaurus is such a kind of typical common sense. A thesaurus classifies concepts into many

classes each of which includes similar concepts. These classes are organized into a hierarchical structure.
Ve will show that in the course of building natural language understanding systems, the thesaurus
plays a significant role if it is based on.a fixed concept relation such as superordinate/subordinate or

part/wholerelation. After discussing the design methodology of our thesaurus called ISAMAP that is
based on superordinate/subordinate relation, we will show our ISAMAP in both Apendix 1 and - the following
paper, “Construction of a thesaurus based on superordinate/subordinate concept relation[11].”
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