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Three-layer L-shaped Channel Routing Algorithm

ATsUSHI TAKAHASHI' and HIROSHI MURATA' it

L-shaped channel is known to be useful in routing region definition for building block lay-
out. Although many efficient routing algorithms for straight channel have been proposed,
there is no practical algorithm for L-shaped channel. L-shaped channel consists of a vertical
straight channel, a horizontal straight channel, and a corner channel. In this paper, a prac-
tical three-layer L-shaped channel routing algorithm is constructed by introducing a corner
channel routing algorithm, which works when the number of nets in a corner channel is at
most the height and width of the channel. This enable us to determine a feasible shape of
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L-shaped channel.
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FCHWONDFEIIC, EV - VEORBESEY

F o RN EIRSNMEROES L L TERL, BIEER

D, BT v ANVDFHHEBRTRRE DL )ICF v %

VIR, Thbb, BV a— VOB RET 2%

Wb, COFEOREIIRD 2EEHIZHS

(1) HF Y ANVOBIRL FRERTRTHSL LI
BREETIE, BREY & BTSSR
L7-BLEATE SN2 (safe routing TTEER) F v
IV DEFKE.

(2) BERWEEMERIET 2T ¥ ANVBROFERE.

ATAAEBIIEILCEV 2 - VERE (2L 218X
Bk 10)) LEMIC 2B By AR eREAL, R
5 A AREFEICET CERT v ANV OEHRH HBHIC safe
routing WHETH V), th4 LB 2 BF v A VERK
TNTYXL (2L 2T 1)) 1D F v 2 VE
RERETEDI DS, BEICHT 2 1 DOEEL
52 TwW5.

LaL, — g (A5 A ABLUHFEAT L R) 1ok
DL EREHMIEEL TEL2Z L D8, BIUEER
MOEAIC & ZMICFIH T & 2EHBHEAT L T
ol bhn, BER AT 4 AMEICRVERE 28
TAT ) RMIET L T &7, ABFETIR, (1), (2)
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Fig. 1 L-shaped channel.

PERTAIELICLY, AT A ABECESCERE
CBWT 3B CRBEEN T REL -REX /L2 L
2EZD. AT A AMEEIZBWTIL, safe routing
WHTHAF ¥ ANVERIE, AT ABETHYLR
DEBMAERT v AV ERRE TS HEEET D,
TOREER AL v F Ry 7 ARBEEICERT 2. #
ZTHARAT A AREEIZ BT safe routing % EKT 5
I, 2 BEEOF Y ANVOEANLEE LS.

B ORfzeic Lhid, ETR0—EICRER T % 3
L 72k ERT v AV E WL (1), (2) 2ER
TELZEDNHMESNRTEY, ERAEFREHESATY
512, Lhl, FraVvBBRBNE kbR, ¥
Pl bL)ICBbhA.

BT ¥ FIVELT safe routing % ZK T A I1CIEHE
AR ERF v FVICIA T LEF v 2L (K1 808)
ZEATRIT LW LRSS IO N T B D)),
L72h5oT, FEMERTIEEL 255510 LEFY A
WVORREZFRETENT IV, LEF Y fRVHDE
MES7 VT Y XL E LT, BFORBE AEORK
INERBD V2 EBIZIRT A Z L R HIRE L7 2 BEOR
BWEFVIZESLT7VT Y XA, B, 2B HVE
METVICIZ2BEERABETNVNT ) XA (WFhd
XHK2)) AL TWARZTTHY, ERANRIDI
R 5khn, 22 THLIE, ERANGEADS L
RBTEDLESF Y ANVORBKRERZL-DOIC, 3BEH
FEIRELALBEF Yy AVERT VT A L2 RE
T 5.

LEFvR:LiE, M1 DL, KFEEF v IV
EEEERT v AV, BERTIESZ OB 2
B EERIFGZoONZFEY 2 L VTN

3B LAEFvIVERT VT )X A 1619

--- top layer

] via (top-mid)
middle layer
(bent track)

&  via (mid-bot)
e DOttom layer

2 RIS v AV
Fig. 2 Corner channel.

JBITERF + %)V (corner channel) & IESEETEECARSE
BTHERL TS, LRETIENTESL,. LEFY
ANV DOFARIIBIFELF v 2NV DI L B S THESITS
N5, 28 HVERTIIERT ¥ AVOESB/MbiX
NP H#Tdh 52799, 3/ VAV BEOBE, Fv
INVEBEEF Y AVEEZTEETE, ETEYT
ZAERELLD 1 BCEERTFVESZONAEL
THL 7Ty VY CEBICHRRERTIETS 5.
LA oT, 3BLEFY ZVOKE, EEHEHRT v
ANVESOFMEAIL, EITERT ¥ oL O FEAHEHEDT
WTULIB, L7 Do VEkETiTISEEL, B
%, BT v AV OFEMERTNVT YA LMIERE
HTh.
BETH7NT Y ALTIR, BIFHF ¥ ANV %2 B
k5w (bent track) AX & ERH/27% 3 BRI
EFNMCEDSERBT L. By 7 HRIE, M2
DL, BIRII v 7 RE 2R, BERTVEZH
N/~ OAPLDOEREE 1B, MEDOLL S DHE
BEEIBTERL, #NL 2T TERETS. Y7
i, 1I2BEoOY T L 2-3 BHOY 7R AABIZEE
EARL TS (LT, #BEoMELE, K1 Lidks
HOEINEF ¥ AN EZL D).
WETAHTLVITY) XL, BIEF ¥ RFIVADF v
FMEEmELCLE, BREFYIAVOES H, 1B
W HBEBIIm ULER o1, FHESEEETTA. L
TehSoT, /ETNT Y XL EHERE TIE, BIFG
F ¥ RNVOELS m L oB/EF ¥ ANVOBEL L,
BEF mULEPOKRFEF XY RANVOFBEDEE LB L
I L BF v AV OBIRE RETIVUL MR T ik
&% Y, safe routing Z ERTHILITR B, Fr i
WK E RET A7200 % bIXFHMEE 2 ERICT 54
Hi3wv, 525N BIRDS, BETETH 00
LRETGEBEFET A2 hErFHETUE LW, &
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U, LEF v 2V omFEICH L TR/ T
Thb. ¥7z, KF, BEHERT v 2VOREI TR
REICEL RO REEICE, BRE7 VT ) XLATH
PERF v AV = FEAMIER L /o1, BRERIC2BEH
VW3 3EHVHEHBRT VT Y XLALRETKE, BE
BT Y FVOFMERZIToTh L., ZOBAIC
I3, EHERFRCERATREIERF v AVERT VT
VALK T B05, L )/ANERTEMRTE TN
IXEw.

RETNT ) X ADOELHROFEHIZ, HEESL D
IZm DBAIODVWTREETHTHBH5, UFT
BRIEFEOBIHETFT v ANV THEHT 5.

2. # fig

BHEHT v 2V E, BE, BHFELICm THLL,
TR, ARCEERT, i, BB TIE
PN BEVERERE T4, BRI, BRSO F
G=(V,E) EiC3@TLHSh, BTHIC1-2BHED
Y7, 23BROYTH, A¥v 7T L HEED
EOHHICEITALT A, 2L,

V={v(i,)I1 <i,j<m+1}

E= {e(v(iaj)7v(i7j + 1))|1 <47 < m} u

{e(v(@ 5),v(E+1,5))L <i,j <m}

&35 (K3). Bt 5v 7 (bent track) t; (1<
i<m) % v(1,9), v(i,i), v(,1) (E, F, k) 28
F2#Hopes s (HM4e). T4hbb,

Vi(t:) = {v(5, 91 <j < U{v(E )l <j<i}

E(t:) = {e(v(4,1),v(j + 1,9))[1 <j <i}u

{e(v(@, ), v(,j + )1 < j <1}

THA. BRI 7 6: 2iBL Iy 7Y, by
V&S CERT L. THWT b, AilWT re, L%
T oui, LT LEENEFR (i, m+1), v(m+1,14),
v(3,1), v(1,3) (1 <i<m) Lic@E»ha (K4). TH
WEH, Al THEFNEN B = (b1,b2,...,bw),
R=(ri,r2,...,7m) €T 5.

Ay MImFROMEERERE RHT S, 1L,
Eills IOEA0WF (FET) [CEL T, B
BERIIFNFNORFESIIHLTEZON, F1D
WFESFOVTNIORmFlERSNIL &, BEX
AN ETH, FBMERIL, BREREHLL
fliky F oL TFTHEL ZVWERY, $XTORY b
KL TERLZEERETT 5.

BIFL I v 7 FRTHE, &5y FOERE, BIE
Sy 7 LOBBE FTOBRBE BERT 2 ERT 238
THRTA. BIfbS v 7 LO%EEE 2B, TIRK
FLEBERBEATREE 1B, AT BREES
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V(1 1)L L

(m+1,1)

v(1,2) (m+1,2)

v(1,m)

v(1,m+1)

v(2,nq+1) """" v(m,m+1)

X3 BBV F G=(V,E)
Fig. 3 Routing grid G = (V, E).
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Fig. 4 Bent-track and fixed-terminal.

IHREEIBTENEFNERL, TN %27 THEE
T5 (K2). METNVITYALATHE, EEBIFLTv
W71 2y FEEDET, EhLToR:
Ay bOBBEZFOBITN Ty 7 FICERT A, L7
Wol, B 7 v 7 LoBRIIohicfie T,
EFORFEEEB LOELRTESIT 2EHEERIE
Ay BTy 2ICE ) BTHENRZR SIEHAS
na. BERFICHT 2ERERICT VT Y XA,
FTRICE VR FERREPERT A ETIHA 5.

3. MBI UX L

RETH, BIEF ¥ 2VHDRY MBS m DT
DHFE, BT v AV OFMEBEZTTE7 L
TYALERTY.

TNTY X L% ERICERT 5720, 7y b EEm
EL, Av FEAE N = {ni,ne,...,nn} &7 5.
¥/, TRCOBEEBHFRIVTNLIORY MZET S
EF B FThbb, 2y MBS GVESETINS -
72 HiE, Ay MIELICEYBTTERZ S, 61T,
WS T, A0 ANBZ TEZAI LN TE
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5%, NZUTFOL I TFTUBTFHR A0%FH
&Y N1, Noji, Nio, Noo iZ457ELLEE,
|No,i| > |Nio| &5 5.

Ny THEETFH, FOmRTFESEDIC1LEED

v kb

Noy @ TlWmTEANO0, EWTEAS LD ED R +
Nip: THRBTFENF1LDE, AAMFEI0ODF: Y b
Noo : Tl T, GAWRTEFAEDBIC0ONOAY F

BETVITUXLE, 125 mITOFNI v 2 &
BREHETHIERS Ay MCEVHETHEL Sy >
FLTT: N> {,2,....m} &, 1 5 mFT
DBBESZEETHIERLLETE (H8) WF
CEY B THERENLT Ag : B — {1,2,...,m}
(Ar: R — {1,2,...,m}) 252, &t EJBH
N vy, THETLBREBATROBERS, A
AT L BRE B ATROBRERE 21O D8RS T
LW RET 5.

TlmFIIT 2 BBEYUT Ap 52Nk
&, THEHNTH B »oBHEFESN i+ 1 DL EowT
FTRTRYBWCELN DS BOBSHTFI%E B; &
T5 (1<i<m). BBLEINImFFKLiTHY,
BIEE i DWFIX, B, Bs,...,Bio W3 EINT,
B, WO TESHTA. Ri,Ra, ..., R, bAKIZESR
15,

RE7NVTYVILEE 5 IZRT.

TNIT Y X LOEEE m = 10,

N = {nl,ng,ng,n4,n5,ns,n7,ns,ng,nlo},
Tall%GF by, be, ..., bio NENEFN
nio0, N8, N7, N4, N10, N6, N4, N9, Ng, N2
L:EL, Eiﬂiﬁ%rl,rz,“.,rm iﬁ%ﬂ%h
ni, ns, nio, N9, N5, Ne, N7, N3, N9, N8
BT APIETHBIIRT.

ZHr &, N,y = {nes,nr,ns,ng,n10}, No1 =
{ni,n3,ns}, Nio={n2,n4}, Noo=07TdH5.

AFv7 (1) T, Nig OFTRIHFEISS
WAV np KWHLTFIv2FF 10 P& H Y
THh, Bk, 2v N ng,ne,nr,...,n1 ONEICEFN
ENtr v oS 9,8,7,... 1 FEIBTLNB.
T(n1),T(n2),...,T(nw) TFhFh

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10
L5,

AFTvT (3) T, PIv I BEFIRLSAEN
ny BT A THRT bo KL TEBES 1578
DYETHN, RVWT, ng DERETHAWRF by 23X
LTESES 2 4%, Lk, br,be,bs,bo,bo,bs, b1, bs
DIEW, BEES 3,4,...,10 FEHY BTSN 5,

3BLAEFY RAVERTNIT Y XL 1621

AB: Ay IMEEN, %I B, R

HA T B R

(1) (Fo Y 785T) 2Y PO Sy 7EST T 2UT
DEICEDD I FANT N1,1 25, RIZ No,1, Nio 25
RHIZ, BYo NO,). Do, BB N0 PHERv b n #IE
RERL, Py 7FES m 5 1 £TE T(n) KIHCHD Y
Th. 2L, A—BorEe0PTCRBTFENSVR Y P2
KBRS, WFBSERL P TR THOLRRFRELH SRy
b ESEICEIRT 5.

(2) (B 2BEH) 2y n OBEE T(n) BFov
7 (v(1,T(n:)), v(T(n:), T(n:)), v(T(n:),1) ##EHK 2
W) LB 2 BTEMTS (1 <i<m).

(3) (THABBEXT) FLRFOBHELT Ag 2T
DEICED D I T(n) DAEVERY MIFIZ, 2y b n FOR
E, ®&H, ZOMONNITOHETF b % IHRBIRL, BHEF 1
25 m T Ap(b) IKIHICE Y ¥ T3,

(4) (% 1 BEM) 3 TD i (1<i<m) Tl T, &
BHS i OTLRFVHTY] B; KBV TH?S o FHOBKF
ThHoHrLE, v(G,i—j), v(§i—-ji+1) M1 <j<a—-1),
BIY, v(f,i—4), v+ 1L,i—j) M(a<j<i—1) %
B1LRETRETS.

(5) (% 1 BER) v(i,m+1), v(i,m+1—1) BEE
1 BTHERTERTS (1<i<m).

(6) (B 1 BEM) BHES 2 OTLRTD, + 597 &S
1AEYBTHRR Y MICBT 5251, o(1,1) & v(2,1)
Y1 BTRETS.

(7) (12 BE7) ETURKF bITHL, bHFFv b ni
BTYaLE, b DOECLEGH T(n) BLS v 7 LXb D
FRIZ1-2BETREE, ThDRORSEE 1 BEHELH
By 5.

(8) (GRBHEET) HLHTOERENT A 2T
DEICEDS T(n) DAEVRY MEIZ, v+ n ok
DT r 2 BIRL, BHEF 155 m $TE Ap(r) KIEK
FH BT,

(9) (% 3R, 2-3BE7) B1BLEAKIEIRF
FEMBL, 2-3 /YT EEL.

X5 EIFET v VEEHIRRT VT ) X A
Fig. 5 Corner channel detailed routing algorithm.

Ap(b1), Ag(b2),..., Ap(bio) 1,
9,6,5,2,10,4,3,8,7,1
L5,

RIS, A7 97 (8) T, AlmTFICxL TEEE

l:L'l'( AR(T‘l),AR(T2), e ,AR(Tlo) ‘i,
1,3,10,8,4,5,6,2,9,7
EEOHLND,

AFv7(2)T, 2y P nOBFUIT() BT v
7 EICE2RBTERIN, AT VT (4) 25 (7) T,
nICBTATHARFE Tn)FLT v 7 LOBGEE
BT 2XMIELRBT, A7 7 (9) T, AUHEF
PODOXHBIlEI/TERAINSG,

M6 i, A7 v7 (4) 75 (6) CEBMEINDE 1
RBEHRT, KREIATF 7 ) Di=T0EEEH
SNBHEHE, METENUANTER SN SEHE R
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1:112:3:4:5:6/7:8:910 3.

f-ans 3

» No10

alg 8

a5 4

alg 5

a7 6

....... a3 2

aly 9

alg 7
L I A & 2 4 &
n|0n8 n7 n4 nIOnG n4 n9 n8 n2
AB: 96 52104 3 8 7 1

6 % 1R
Fig. 6 Routing progress of bottom-layer.

3.
t1-————i——l =M1
to aNs 3
ts = Mo10
ty ¥ =Ny 8
t5 als 4
te ulg 5
ty all; 6
tg w3 2
ty l & aNg 9O
t10 I ln8 7

] I | a1 |
MoMg My Ny MM Ny Mg Ng My
AB: 96 52104 3 8 7 1

7 %1 BEEER
Fig. 7 Routing example of bottom-layer.

T, WAWTFF By \CBT DImT0 O DEKRATAHRE
DTIEFICHET, BIHET 8 DT 5 DEME KA
TTHIA, EAEICGPNAEZ EIERShZW. 2
NOHEFTRTO(1<Li<m) THRYIELD. HT7IIH
1 BOEHER RIS -EE) & 1-2BH
DY T OEERT.

DTFTE, SZIWRLATVT ) X LD AR 2
ETTHIELERT.

TR TFIERRT 5K (8 1BEHR) &, B35
BE2DOTAWMFNFINSI v 7 BBE1DRY MICET
L&, Thbb, BEES 1L 20ETFFE—FY
MIBT AL &RKBE, EVICERL 2. &H0K
FIBRET 2R (B 3BEM) KOV THFAHTDH
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5., L72HoT, EXBECTICL D FNFN OB
WKERTEAZ L2 REE+3TH 5,

LTI, BT A, TVIT ) XAIIBWT
PO ZEBTTIRED i BMNS v ZICEIDHTS
Nk ben IR S, $72, 2v P nllB
T AT bR T R EBRRSELN LB Ty
DTy 7FEST(n) %, WTOLTv 7 HFEFEHN
T(b) TET.

WTbDBBRESN i THY, B OXE,S o FH
OWmFLTDE, bICEHET 2L, v(a,i—a+1) F
TEFS. L72AoC, B 7 v 7% 5 max(a,i—
a+ 1) DNEDEH F T v 7 ERHNTERTEETH 5.
Thbb, 1<a<i%bi¥ max(a,i—a+1) <iTH
D, BEELBEEL Ty 2 BE I DO
7 FICHITERTREE RS, RIS, 2<a<i-1
%51 max(a,i—a+1) <i—1TdhH, BEIlLL
CEbdMIvrFEF (-1 DEOBIHTFv 7 RIS
HITEHEARE RS, DUTTE, b OBEES i
o s BEFTO) LTTHBIEERTH, 23,
b DEBES i D5 T (D) + 1 AT 22 b A% B; DREH,
51 HFHOMFTH « FHOBFTHh LWV LERT
ZEICED, BWmTFIIHREANL THRBICERTE 2
ZEERT.

#WEL HAmTri3ghth T(r)ENIv 2L
DB TE S,

FRA: TAT Y A LHERLIN Ty 7 ESTT L
BHEILT Ap KBWT, BHIART r OBEBES
X, rOFNT v IFEFT() LT TH BT L ERT.

BT v 7ty EOBRICERT I AL TIE
DPFEET L. BHBEEORKEEI m THY, tn £
OB ERT R ELLRFORGHEFTEN T v 7%
EmUTTH5.

t; LOBRIIEBRT R ELWRTFHIHFEL, 205
BHEENL Iy BB UTTCHELT S, ZOLE,
tj—1 LOBBICERT R EGARTOBRRETIE, 7
VNIV ZLDAT 7 (8) &Y, t; EOBRBITHERT
NREFLHFOBBEES LD 1D EASW,. Lo
T, tj-1 LOBBRICERT R EFLRTOESESE
NI IEE (-1 UTTHA.

L7edSoT, t; LOBBICERT R EGLHRTIHF
FEL BVBHED t;_1 LOBBICERET < EADHTC
DVTEXNITHTHS. Thbb, nji_1 € N,
nj € Nip (1<j<m)DBEAEEZDL. ZOL X,
nj41 € Noy TH 5. tj41 EOBRICERTEAD
WEFOBEEFEIN T v 7 BF G+ UTTHBE
T 5.
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tiv1 LOBBICERT R EGLR TS 2 E LA
TETABE, FROBTFORTEEESIFRATH S
WMTEEZ, TOBREESTiLTAL, j+1>iT
Hb. tj_y LOBBICERTREELRT r 0B
BEIZiE 2SN (1—22>7). Lizhto
T, Tr)=j—12i-2>4¢ ThHy, BHEEFEFE
Ty 7 EFEFUTTH S, tj LOBRIERT &L
WwFH 1V EDHE, ty (5 <j—1) LOBRICHE
BT NEEDRFI0 L 1 ETHEDT, Py
7EFE(G-DUTOBFHF Ty 7 CEBHT &A1
WFR 22D j—1ATH B, Lh T, tjo1 £
DERICER T REFIWT r OBPFEZEh 0
j—1TdY, Sy r7BEUTTH 5.

FTRTOEDHFICELERESIE T v 2 FEFL
FTHY, AORFEFNERER TN B ER
TX5. |

HWE2 TEBFIEIFNERLTO)ENFv 2 L

DERICERTE 5.
FIEA: Nig BT A%y PO TIIETFICOWTIE,
E1OMRE EROBRIC IV BBFESTIN T v o F
BUTTHHI G0, #06 FTilllFidFhe
MR TN EHPUCERTE D, LA 2T, Nig il
BT 5%y POTHMFIZOVTER S,

19, FillT Y OBEESFTOE)+1LUTTH
BIEERRT. THIE, Nio BT 24y PO Tl
FOPTE 7y 7 BFHFBRRTH LT b DERES
BTO)+1 LT TH DI LE2REE L. Mo Tl
FoiiownTid, HiE1 O AROERICLY
BHREBITO)+1DTTHEI D005, Nig
BT 5%y bOTHRTORTr 7 v 7 FEBIRA
ThHA mFEb FOLNIv s FEBEjETE. 20
£ &, njp1 € Noy THAH. 3512, njya € N1 ¥
7z, j=m-1 Tdh5b. nj+2 € Ni1 o, b
Ty IE T (j+2) DHETARTOERESY i &
T2E,§+22>iThHb. THERTbLOBEES
Pk XD 1B EAEN (i-12>14). L7z,
TH)+1=4+1>i-1>4 ThhH, BEEFTI
TO)+1UFTTH2. j=m—-10%E, Thbb,
N1 =0 DOBED, b DBERHES T2 mTH
D, TO)+ 1L TFTTHA. BLEIZEY, Ny ZEBY
5%y FOTIMTFOBFESE (FF v 7EFS +1)
DFTHBZ ENTh5.

F—%v MCET 5 FTEMT 2 B LFETL,
FORCEBBEBEEFRROBEFEHRE, BEETTT
Ty 7FBFLUTTH ) TN FNERRT R I EE
TED., L720°>T, A—%v MIBT 5 TAHFO

3BLEFYANVERTNTY) XL 1623

FCEEETPRRTHImTbEELS. MTbD
BREREE LT 5h.

9, b T AW TR SMELEROA Y FOWwTFD
BAREXL. TVT)AXLDATFvT (3) kY, %
DF v MZBET A MO TAEFI, Bioi K&INT
Wa, 2oFYh, bWBT ARy FOTHARTFOHT, &
H, RERFITTIE B ILEERTWA. LA
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