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Abstract This paper overviews the “Spontaneous Speech Engineering” Project started in 1999 aiming at analysis and
recognition of spontaneous speech, and introduces its recent progress. The project has the following three major themes:
1) building a large-scale spontaneous speech corpus, 2) acoustic and linguistic modeling for spontaneous speech recognition,
understanding and summarization, and 3) constructing a prototype system for spontaneous speech summarization.
Although steady progress has been achieved for the former two themes, there exist many difficult research issues that we
have to solve.
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