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Summary

The purpose of this study is to find out the means
of effective expression in Japanese for clear under-
standing. Four experiments were conducted, which
dealt with length of the sentence, connection parti-
cle “GA”, positioning of the subject, and number of
punctuation marks. Subjects were presented sen-
tences and given discrimination tasks. The percent-
age correct and the reaction time for answer
response were measured in all the experiments, and
evaluated to examine the effectiveness of the four
factors.

In the first experiment, length of the sentence was
controlled. The reaction times (RTs) for sentences
under 50 letters are shorter than that of sentences
over 50 letters. RTs for a one-topic sentence are
shorter than those for multiple-topic sentences. This
suggests that a sentence should be under 50 letters
and have one topic.

The second experiment, the influence of connec-
tion particle “GA” for the sentence comprehension
was examined. When two phrases were connected
by “GA” used as a conjunction, the percentage
correct for the former contents is lower than that
for the latter contents. This suggests that “GA”
should not be used and a one-topic sentence is
desirable.

In the third experiment, authors examined the
influence of positioning of the subject in the sentence
comprehension. When the sentences contain the
subordinate clause of the reason, the percentage
correct for sentences with the subject just before the
predicate is higher than that for sentences with the
subject on the beginning of sentences. This suggests
that the subject should be placed just before the
predicate.

The fourth experiment, number of punctuation
marks was controlled and measured readability of
the sentence comprehension. The degree of compre-
hension was compared in two groups. One is the
sentence without punctuation marks around 31.5
letters. The other is the sentence including them
about 11.3 letters. The percentage correct for the
former is lower than that for the latter. When a
sentence without punctuation marks more than 30
letters, marks should be used.

Key Words: SENTENCE COMPREHENSION,
LENGTH OF SENTENCE, CONNECTION PAR-
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ATION MARKS
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