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Subjective Evaluation of Educational Information Retrieval
Result using Associative Words with Original Query

Masami SUZUKI', Kazunori MATSUMOTO®*, Naomi INOUE'*,
Minoru NAKAYAMA** | Yasutaka SHIMIZU***

NIE (Newspaper in Education) is a significant initiative that aims at providing lively educa-
tional materials into schools. Its introduction via networks has become practical based on re-
cent IT progress. However, it is difficult to find actually usable articles among a huge volume
of news archives. Thus, it is crucial to support efficient search of relevant articles with certain
document retrieval techniques. So far quite a few approaches to such educational content re-
trieval and its evaluation. In this paper, we report a subjective evaluation of retrieved articles
in the scientific domain of high schools, using our proposed method of word co-occurrence
based retrieving. The subjects are students in a university of education and professional
teachers in a prefectural education center. The result shows that the correlation between the
retrieval precision and subjective evaluation. Also we confirmed the difference between ordi-
nary relevance of retrieval and suitability for learning support information given by an article.
Those observations will suggest helpful remarks when incorporating IT supports into NIE.
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