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An Analysis of Japanese Adjectivall Collocations
Within Learners and Native Speakers:

—results from a collocations production survey —

Hongquan CAO'  Kikuko NISHINA®

T 1 Tokyo institute of Technology ~2-12-1 Ookayama, Meguro-ku, Tokyo, 152-8550 Japan
E-mail: 1 cao.h.aa@m.titech.acjp, I knishina@ryu.titech.ac.jp

Abstract A collocation production survey, consisting of 70 basic Japanese nouns, was administered to Chinese learners and native
Japanese speakers, in order to investigate the quantitative and qualitative differences in collocations produced by the two groups. More
collocations both in terms of tokens and types were produced by the native group, while more collocation types were produced for abstract
nouns compared to concrete nouns. Differences in the collocations produced by the groups varied widely according to semantic domain,
reflecting cultural differences between the groups. Collocation errors produced by the learners were classified according to seven types:
lexical errors, non-word errors, inappropriate kanji, literary or cultural usages, word class errors, usage restrictions, and suffixation errors.
Some of these errors indicate that the leamers prioritize visual information in their language study.
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