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A Study on the Characteristics and Push-Pull Factors of Nepali Students in Japan:
Implication for Japan’s Foreign Student Policy in Relation to Countries
with High Outbound Mobility
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Abstract

The number of Nepali students in Japan increased 5.9 times between 2003 and 2011. In 2011, 95% of Nepali
students studied at their own expense and 58% studied at special training colleges (STC). The number of Nepali
students who were employed or had started a business in Japan after graduation had also increased 5.9 times
over the past five years.

In this paper, the characteristics and push-pull factors of Nepali students in Japan will be explored based on
the results of a questionnaire and interview with those who study at or graduated from Japanese universities
and STC. The questionnaire carried out among Japanese university graduates in Nepal shows that their affinity
towards the Japanese is stronger than Indonesian and Thai alumni, despite the Nepalese graduates facing
employment and budgetary problems in their work places. STC students appeared to earn their living and
tuition fees by means of part-time jobs. A system to assure the quality of education and to support their life is
needed.

With regard to countries with high outbound mobility such as Nepal, it is necessary to formulate a consistent
and comprehensive international student policy that addresses not only student recruitment, but also the
utilization of human resources with the cooperation of the related government and educational institutions.

[Key words: International Students at Special Training Colleges, Push Factors, Pull Factors, Outbound Mobility

Ratio, Brain Circulation]
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W) BEIEEM oA T 5 TRLOM 0 5 R FHM O & FIHE 2 7R,
To what extent, do the following statements apply (regarding the related topics) ?
1 2 3 4

Not at all «+ —Very much
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