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Second-year studio Work: Autumn Semester
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10 studencs from the Royal Melbourne Insticute of Technology (RMIT) came to
Tokyo during October and November of 1999, by an Australian government grane.
Associate Professor Shane Murray co-ordinated the programme, and we, Marika
Neustupny and Nigel Bertram, were on site supervisors. The Department of
Architecture, Tokyo Institute of Technology (TITech) was an open and engaging
host to this exchange project. Our sincerest gratitude goes to the generosity of guest
lecturers Jun Aoki and Akiko Takahashi, as well as vo the support of Dr Yoshiharu
Tsukamoto, the grace of Professor Kazunari Sakamoto and all of the other staff and
students involved.

The RMIT scudents fully participated in 2 one month design studios for 3rd
year undergraduates of TITech, run by the guest lecturers and TITech staff. Ac the
same time, they undertook urban research on Tokyo, organised by RMIT. The aim
of the research was to interact with the design aspect by giving a practical outler for
thinking abour this new context, which is so often romanticised and simplified from
the view outside of Japan. It was exciting when the design and research really did

affect each other. The expected standard of work in both subjects was high, and it
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Undergraduate Student Exchange Programme, October-December 1999

was a tight time schedule. The students were living and working together in an
extremely intense environment, with limited resources. As turors, we would like o
congraculate them for lasting the distance.

The design projects set were small, highly practical and complex, from the
viewpoint of many of the past design projects which are normally experienced at
RMIT. There is currently a general bias at the architecture department there
towards ‘art’ and ‘theory’ rather than making form. However, in Tokyo, the
fanguage barrier forced the students to present their work withour lengthy or
theoretical justificarions, and in a way that it could speak for itself. We also fele it
was refreshing and liberacing, as well as difficult, for the Melbourne students o
tackle the very physical nacure of a ‘problem’. Particularly in the case of the station-
museum, the project couldn’t exist unless the problem was solved, whatever the
building might look like. The immediate commitment o architecture by having o
make physical models at 1:50 from the first week was a shock!

The fact that the exchange occurred with a group of 10 students lent a special

force to the programme, quite different to when a single exchange student enters a
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new cultural environment. Not only could the RMIT students talk with each other
to intensify their speed of gaining new understandings, but also the interactive
learning was more 2 directional, with the build up of some healthy competition
berween ‘Melbourne” and “Tokyo'. Both staff and students from RMIT were
impressed by the group nature of the Japanese studio exploration and also the
abilicy of individuals to accept criticism. Normal studio sessions at RMIT involve
far fewer students at a time, but the sheer number of scudents criticised together at
TITech meant that various types or models of “solution’ could be worked up in an
interdependent way. The advantages of this method include: a focus on the nature of
the problem set racher chan the nature of each individual’s response, and ‘random’
grouping of students according to their project type as it evolves, rather than pre-ser
grouping by friendship or architectural attirudes represented by teachers and so on.
We felt very positive about the outcomes of this exchange of modes and methods of
learning, and hope that more interactions can occur berween chese universities in
the future.

Marika Neustupny, Nigel Bereram
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Third-year studio Work: Autumn Semester

[RELESESHBVEPELEEEE]

"Big Housing or Small Housing"
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“Big Housing or Small Housing"
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“Big Housing or Smait Housing”
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Undergraduate Diploma 1999 and Master Thesis (design project)
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“Shibuya Culture Center" MATSUOKA Rieko
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"Townscape: Machida Housing Project” OKAMURA Kota
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Marika Neustupny {Masters Candidate, NMBW},
Nigel Bertram (RMIT Lecturer, NMBW)
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10 undergraduate architecture students from Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) carried our
urban research in Tokyo in the last months of 1999. The
research was sponsored by an Australian government
grant, and was overseen by Associate Professor Shane
Murray. Marika Neustupny and Nigel Bertram were on
site supervisors. The project started by trying to identify
ways in which ‘newness’ might occur in this city. In the
first 2 weeks, the students left for field trips to the area
around Shinjuku station, with aims of finding physical
clues to various possible relations between stability and
change. Having located the beginnings of topics to
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centre the research on, the rest of the process involved
one week in each of the specified areas: West Shinjuku,
Qdaiba, East Shinjuku, Shimokitazawa, South Shinjuku
and Shibuya. These locations were selected by
considering how each part of the city suggested differenc
types of newness.

As we worked, it started to appear that the most
consistently new type of newness in this city is not abour
the aims of direct or logical product in society, but
rather linked to a kind of by-production, or remporary,
lirtie answers along the way. In terms of degree of spatial
definition, ‘newness’ seems to appear in utban entities
comprising variable combinations of buildings / spaces /
events, and are therefore not as easily identifiable as a
single space or object defined by walls. As a result, they
inevitably bring into question the role and means of the
architecrural figure in making up the indescribable
larger scale of the city. In terms of propelling values, the
phenomena documented here interact with the
cumulative effects of other, long forgotten, previous
decisions. ‘Newness starts to make visible the ways in
which surplus or lack (too much or too little of
something) can act as catalysts and interact wich both
the formal growth of the city and che way it is inhabited.
Over and under abundance generate new opportunities
and problems, which in rurn are responded to with pew
S()lutiOﬂS Zlnd forms.

L AESEEHEE (Vo r i) F ) L BB e S o B 8E
BLIRCIRGER R P XD 5 26 N2 AR B f
Mt TED,

MRS AR (S T IR T AR M LG R

ORIA T TIDEEST AN HAN L F - TELy PR BIKL.

RIEHRI DO TH AL hOST AL TS 5.
F MGy 7 EPAHIE (7 b3 b D EHIE] BUE T

Tk I 2R ATF YRR EH N EO A AEDT 5,

AT R E LY, AT BASRE & D

SR BRI WERI AR (2 -F T ) R AR L) ok
JAS, BB UL G O AT AR AR B, FOHNT,
LB AD—ERTY S, D, 7 IA Y — U OIREAHR 8
LTV,

BRI Ry bR sy L) PR 2R R A
Y FEROTG SRR TWAICh D ST, B4 F %
PHEBIEO AL I HEA AT B b 5T A,

AR (75 ) TP SR ERIRO BRI L
WL T DR R, BT 02— —F2 Lo

i XD L T Do

; 7R GRETROD B — a5, o

T Ay SSICEAEEL R OTA AL, FLAa—T %)

CENTR BN, SENPIDRESBIRIL b,

8. FOE—iar NI F—ar (47 2 R R OB

FORIRT A Yy o ESGICF T VRDRIFOGA R — A, %

{5 A BRI HIATH 7 BITED VT,

Av 75 (T a3 h ) [EHTE] L ORI EMIR

SR 4 MILINDE 1S40 0 Lol = ol b/ RE o & (- 15 B WA ZAT )

I

w

w

o

TRROT0%E) &R (oD

10. HE8H 4> 79 (235 A a3 ) [ ]/NR GG
ORNF R OLIN AR RS 3y DAA-VEBETR
KRG, MG ELTEDD, B LA 7 Y s P LTHE
LTV A,

. SCATTERED SERVICES (Jessica Lynch): Shinjuku: Because of the
small scale and self-contained functional nature of vending

machines, they can easily adapt to a given physical environment.
. PERMANENTLY MA {IFT (Zoe Geyer): Shinjuku: T!
groups of structures are located in a park, where public toilet blocks

I~

g

and water supply provide permanent se
enduring camping village, with an uncanny consistency to their
makeshift appearance.

BOTTLENECKS AND SHORTCUTS (Martr Herbere): South
Shinjuku: Opposite the station entrance, small advertisers and
groups of protestors choose the corner which forms the narrowest
point between two broad areas of public circulation to hand out

They make a cype of

ws

pamphiets and make themselves seen and heard.
UNFILLED GAPS / HOLES (Erica Diakoff): Shinjuku: A stable
percentage of open space in che city is generated by constant and yet

random periads of ‘no building. Sunlight, privacy and the sense of

how big your backyard is can change dramacically over any given year,
FILLED GAPS / POCKETS (Paul Dash): West Shinjuku: The large

s of excess space under the roadway allow a mixture of 'slow’

o

ad-hec activities to emerge, despite the vertically splic teaffic
system which is apparently concerned with speed and efficiency.

6. VERTICAL LINKS (Alan Kueh): Shimoki

building types has evolved. The space and experience of

war A series of new

the streer has been dramaricall

ered by che deep sense of
basement courtyards and the addition of upper level publicly
accessible space.

. DIVERSIFIED RETAIL FORMS (Joseph Reyes): Shinjuku: From
platform 1o station to street, the same conve

“r

ience store companies
operare a relescoping series of forms. Kiosk, statl and full-scale store
offer increasing size and range of items for sale.

. PROMOTIONAL ORIENTATION (Yiyan Lim): Shinjuku: At the
base of this wall of signage, teams of promotional staff wearing

%

brightly coloured advertising j

ckets move to targer pedestrians
who arrive in groups synchronised by the rraffic lights.

. COMMERCIAL INFRASTRUCTURES (Jonothan Cowle): West
Shinjuku: Two “ground’ levels with approximartcly equal emphasis
result in many corporate towers having ‘mini-atrium shopping
centre lobbies’ which also act as de facto public circulation berween
levels. A new type is generated as a by-product of both lack (not

o

enough vertical circulation) and excess (two ground levels).
10. QUASI-EXCESS INFRASTRUCTURES (Nicolas Hubicki): West
Rather than simply being links (and thereby subse
o the things they are joining), large structure:

Shinjuku: ienc
arrying an image of
vity such as the Odakyu pedestrian walkway
extension also exist as autonomous objects.

functional connec:
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A more detailed publication regarding this research project has been
published by RMIT University, and copies are currently being

prepared for Tsukamoto and Sakamoto Laboratories. Please direct any

further inquiries to:

Nigel Bertram, School of Architecture and Design, RMIT Universicy,
GPO Box 2476V, Melbourne 3001, Australia.
c-mail: nigel.bertram@rmic.edu.au
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