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Headline: Architectural Education

The internationalization and mutual transferability of many professional qualifications is one of the objectis.of a comprehensive WTO agreement projected for 2005.
As the basis for every sort of professional qualification, the educational systems of Japanese universities, as well as continuing professional development,
will also need to be recognized across national borders and made more or less interchangeable.

It is now urgent issue that schools of architecture in Japan, reshape their programs, while retaining the beneficial aspects of an engineering-oriented tradition,
to meet the international requirements of both engineering education (4 years) and architectural education (5 years, with more than 50% studio work).
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Osamu ISHIYAMA (Architect, Waseda University), Kijo ROKKAKU (Architect, Tokyo National University of
Fine arts and Music), Mitsuru SENDA (Professor, Tokyo Institute of Technology)
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The current situation of design education in Japan was discussed by three
professors of architecture: Osamu ISHIYAMA of Waseda University, Kijo
ROKKAKU of the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music, and
Mitsuru SENDA of Tokyo Institute of Technology.

Although actual circumstances differ, common problems were
examined. Owing to a basic misunderstanding to the effect that architects
need only paper and drawing instrurnents, departments of architecture are
nowadays faced with a shortage of studio space. It was also pointed out
that the tenure system for staff is not always ideal for the purposes of
design education. In fact, a five-year contract basis might be more
effective in maintaining a faculty with hands-on experience in design.

Admission by examination to our departments of architecture is a critical
issue, yet there is no definite system in place to garner design-oriented
talent. At the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music, which
includes design skills in its examination, a certain number of gifted
students do eventually matriculate. By contrast, Waseda University has
long evaluated drawing skills in its entrance examination, but it seems
largely unable to identify talented candidates for admission. So an "AQO
exam” (with an interview and portfolio evaluation), has been adopted
recently at Waseda in order to sort and compare prospective talent.

Design studios also encounter pedagogical problems with sketching,
drafting, and computer-aided design techniques. In addition, it is essential
to propose new themes for design exercises, such as, for example, the
renovation or conversion of older buildings. Moreover, mention was made
that at present students are hardly trained at all in such skills as how to
negotiate with clients.

Although each institution has slightly differing aims, it is necessary to
modify these in order to fit the requirements of a society in transition. On
the other hand, each school must henceforward endeavor to make its own
aims and characteristics clearer, namely through a publication program
with emphasis on qualities of architectural education.

Through design studios, the younger generation is nowadays expected
to contribute, at both the national and international levels, to the ongoing
discussion on design education. Therefore, some further or superior
degree of professionalization may in future be required to supplement, or
go beyond, the hiring of mere "professional architects" as the main staple
of the architectural teaching environment.
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Undergraduate Diploma and Mater's Design Project Exhibition 2002

An "Undergraduate Diploma and Master's Design Project Exhibition: 2002"
was held on campus last June. This was the first attempt at a public
exhibition ever to be carried out by the Department of Architecture and
Building Engineering at T | Tech.

In accordance with opinions to the effect that: "it is not quite satisfactory
for Undergraduate Diploma and Master's Design projects, on which
enormous energy has been expended, to be shown within the department
alone,” and "holding an exhibition would increase student motivation and
inspire more determined study," the committee was encouraged to
sponsor this exhibition. During the term of the exhibition, many people
indeed visited a venue well away from the center of Tokyo and the
exhibition received high praise from visitors. As a result, it proved a great
success as a first trial.
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0-okayama Architectural Plize  Diploma project 2001
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. 0-okayama Architectural Plize (Silver) Diploma project 2001

"UENOEKI" Tomomi NOJI
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0-okayama Architectural Plize (Silver) Diploma project 2001
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Diploma project 2001
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Diploma project 2001
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Diploma project 2001
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Diploma project 2001
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"Start-architecture” Kenji YAMAGUCHI
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There follows a report about the process of selection for the O-okayama
Architectural Prize, from among 13 works that had passed an initial
presentation selection. The O-okayama Architectural Prize, the Silver
Prize, and Honorable Mention Awards were finalized by means of a two-
tier open jury process.
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Master's Design project 2001

. ACTIVITY-LAYER-BUILDING-SYSTEM
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Master's Design project 2001
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"CIRCLE-ARCHITECTURE: application of geometric natures of circles to architecture”
Kyuichiro ISHIHARA
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UBLIC SCHOOL PROJECT
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Master's Design project 2001
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Master's Design project 2001
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Master's Design project 2001
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"ISLAND TOWN NETWORK: a poly-centric redevelopment plan in Tokyo bay" Yuko HIMENO
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Concurrent Design Studio: Munich [ Tokyo [e:home]
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Entitled "e:home: Tokyo 2.6", an architectural
design workshop was held from October 22 to
November 6, 2001. The British architect Richard
HORDEN, Professor of Design and Product
Management at the Technical University of
Munich (TUM), Germany, initiated collaboration
between TUM and Tokyo Institute of Technology
students working on the same topic.

Accommodating all necessary functions for
student life into a cube of 2.6 x 2.6 x 2.6 meters
was intended to show the possibilities that can
emerge from minimizing space while retaining its
habitable qualities. The 2.6 cubic modules were
themselves subsegently integrated into "village™
formations.

The design emphasis was put on effective
structuring and zoning for adequate functional
needs. In terms of conveying the minimalist
theme, reduction of scale, weight, and cost were
all to be considered--- as were aspects of
creating a finished article and incorporating
mobility with the final aim of producing not
simply an architectural object but also a
consumer product.

Twelve students took part in the two-week
workshop at T | Tech, working in groups to
develop five overall design proposals expressed
in drawings and models. Video-conferencing
with the TUM students working on the same
assignment, but as a one-semester design,
allowed mutual exchange of design ideas,
opinions, and encouragement to both sides.
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Concurrent Design Studio: Helsinki / Tokyo [One Object]

FRAATE 19T 34E.RA]

Jun MATSUMOTO (D3, Research Assistant}

In summer 2002, "Helsinki-Tokyo Design
Studio” was arranged between students of
Helsinki University of Technology and Tokyo
Institute of Technology. The topic was to design
a temporary exhibition space for "one object”, to
be decided by the students themselves. The
spatial component of the exhibition was
specified to be a 2.4x2.4x6.0-meter box,
narmely an ISO-20-container.

The workshop took place in each locale from
the middle of July. At the end of August,
Professor Markku KOMONEN and his teaching
assistant, Mikko SUMMANEN (former Research
Student at TITech, 1996-97), came to Tokyo
with six Finnish students and prepared their final
presentation with our Japanese students for a
week from August 21. In the critique,
understanding the surroundings of sites
emerged as a theme of great importance. The
underlying aim of this workshop was to enable
students 1o strengthen design, communication,
and presentation skills.
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Lecture: "Architect of the image”
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Neil DENARI (Architect, COR-TEX)
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report: Akihiko KOIKE (M2)

"What is the role of architecture? This is what
you will learn from my lecture." Professor Neil M.
DENARI, a practicing architect and director of
the Southern California Institute of Architecture
(SCI-Arc), recently came to Japan and gave a
lecture at TITech. He suggested the possibility
of accepting information technology, and its
various images, graphically in architecture at an
early stage of the design. He showed a series of
experiments drawn from his own past projects,
talking in some detail about the concepts behind
these and the conditions specified by his clients.
Mr. DENARI used the terms "market",
“commercial image" and "tactics” to articulate
the nature of these works. He thus seems able
to propose ways to integrate solid architectural
forms within an ever-changing society, by
means of exploring social movements as well as
the commercial strategies enveloping
architecture in general.
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Lecture: "Glass as structure”
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Afan BURDEN (Structure engineer, Structured - Environment)
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Alan BURDEN
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On January 17, 2002, Alan BURDEN,
chairperson of the "Structured Environment", a
structural engineer, gave us a special lecture at
T1Tech. Atthe beginning of his lecture, he
focused on the progress of glass production
technology, and then he showed some of his
own recent works whose structure was
composed of glass. Through these we were
able to grasp the potential of glass as a
structural material. The speaker explained that
one of the important roles of a structural
engineer is to sublimate technical difficulties to
design. "To demonstrate the efficient and
dynamic limits of a given design is the chief
contribution of structural engineering.” From
such remarks we understood the importance of
defining and providing a bridge between
technical limits and the design itself.
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Repotage: Yushi UEHARA's recent works and ideas

B e, UPGM CITYHOUGHTS]
Yushi UEHARA (Architect, UPGM CITYHOUGHTS)
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Yushi UEHARA graduated from T | Tech in 1990.
In 2001, he founded his own architectural office,
UPGM CITYTHOUGHTS, in Amsterdam. In his
works, urban planning projects play an
important role so far, one of which is an adaptive
reuse of the Grolsch Beer Factory, in Enschede.
Another recent project, twin buildings for office
and laboratory, is currently under construction in
a suburb of Amsterdam. He has long been
interested in Mies’s architecture, especially in
terms of its strong contrast between a ruthless
sobriety of construction and the “decorative"
use of materials, as in the case of the marble
walls of the Spanish Pavilion (1929) in
Barcelona. Moreover, he considers that
contemporary Dutch architecture, nowadays
widely considered to be liberated from "serious”
Dutch Constructivism before the 1980s, actually
still remains strongly under the influence of
classical, twentieth-century Duich architects. In
order to discover a new way of making
architecture, he is now personally concentrating
on "actual conditions", such as his clients’ own
requirements and the urban context of each
given site.
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fig-6: Monsment to the November Revolution | Riley Bergdoll, "Mies
in Berlin®, The Museum of Modern Are, NY

fig-7: Sculpture Pavilion. Sensbeck Exhibition | Vincent Ligrelijn,
"Aldo van Eyck Works", Birkhauser Publisher, Basel
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Daiju NAGAOKA (D3)

Book Review [KAZUNAR!I SAKAMOTO, House:
Poetics in the Ordinary]

KAZUNARI SAKAMOTO, House: Poetics in the
Ordinary presents Professor Kazunari
SAKAMOTO's collected works (buildings and
essays) from 1969 to 2001. This architect has
succeeded in freeing the space of architecture
from multiple constraints, and he believes his
space now to be a place constructed within the
absolute commonality of the "everyday", and
thus also within the duration of ordinary time. In
this book one comes to see how the "ordinary"
in architecture is composed of a twofold relation
of space and temporal continuity. Finally, this
relation specifies both persistence and change
in the visual surface of his architecture.
Professor Kazunari SAKAMOTO's new book,
therefore, endeavors to show the arrangement
of all that is "ordinary” (in this special sense) in
his own architectural works.
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