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Headline: New Directions in University Campus Projects

Buildings at TITech are being revitalized these days.

At Ookayama campus physical parameters such as the aging of buildings,

are being looked at and the new anti-seismic regulations implemented.

Spatial requirement of complexity and expansion due to the reorganization of academic fields are being reconsidered.
At Suzukakedai new campus is still going forward.

It is a concern that at the current high level of densification the existing master plan of the campus may be ignored.
Although the national universities will become independent agencies,

budget and personals issues in planning and construction are likely to remain under central control.

To establish a long-term plan of unique features and quality architecture,

it is important to determine who and what kind of organization will be involved in planning and design.

A strong role for the Department of Architecture seems to be indicated.

# [ka] 20035F -BES

| (BB Wt AR+ vV (REEIFS (FREE L+ 2H=E-)
(2002 B 4-a0 et iRRE ] BN eSS — B = 8l
[REFISAEE] D—ILR - 7 —FF0Fv— - T—o Y3y T WTC/911
[Ca—R-BRUBENEZUR—N U - STrLyMIITBZUL T,/ OURABIERBN
[INFORMATION]

A cainind




BHHELSE | RREF v N AREIES

Head Line: New Directions in University Campus Projects
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New Directions in University Campus Projects
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Shogo KISHIDA (Architect - Tokyo University)

Jun MITSUI (Architect - Cesar Pelli & Associates Japan Inc. Jun Mitsui & Associates Inc.)
Koichi YASUDA {Architect - Tokyo Institute of Technology)
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The current state of several new campus building projects was discussed by three architects:
Shogo KISHIDA of Tokyo University, presently redesigning the Hongo campus of Tokyo University,
Jun MITSUI of Cesar Pelli & Associates Japan Inc., chosen to design the Itoshima Campus of Kyushu
University, and Koichi YASUDA of Tokyo Institute of Technology.

At first, Mitsui and Kishida explained their own recent designs. The Itoshima campus master
plan for Kyushu University is a new site to which the entire university will be moved from its four
existing campuses. It focuses on a new spatial system as a polar diagram, consisting of three
vectors: a laboratory vector, a void vector, and polar vector. This is intended to take into account a
fluid system of people and spaces within the university itself.

Tokyo University consists of three campuses: Hongo campus, Komaba campuses (| and 1), and
Kashiwa campus. Kishida pointed out that these three constitute a single line on the map having
a length of about 10 km. The three units represent a basic three-pole structure at the heart of the
re-design project. Each campus, Hongo, Komaba, and Kashiwa, provides for educational, social,
physical, and other as yet unknown elements of the total scheme.

The discussion was focused on design guidelines for campuses. Both Kishida and Mitsui agreed
upon the meaninglessness of fixing a style, color, or any other arbitrary parameter in advance.
Instead, Mitsui has produced a book to show the intended atmosphere of the future Kyushu
University campus, for instance the openness of the mall, the shape of its skyline, and other
features, His office had initially submitted two designs, consisting of building and perspective
drawings. By contrast, Kishida doesn't show texts or drawings to an incoming designer but has
preferred 1o set up a “Campus Design Associates” group in an attempt to insure consistency in
staff and design.

Discussion next turned to the issue of competitiveness. Mitsui stressed that the new Japanese
university should aim to attract attention worldwide. Kishida agreed but nonetheless feared such
an emphasis might tend to turn students into mere pawns in a popularity contest.

The three panel members discussed general campus attractiveness. They all said Japanese
carnpuses need more "useless spaces” converted into “useful spaces”. This means, in general, that
our campuses would have less park-ike space. Kishida emphasized that we have to decide on a
concrete approach to campus design in order to faciitate that conversion.
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World Architecture Workshop: [WTC/911]
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Designated as a “world architecture workshop WTC/911
was held December 5- 10, 2002. The Japanese architect
Kunio KUDO, adjunct professor of GSAP at Columbia
University of New York, originated the joint workshop with
students of Tokyo Institute of Technology.

The destruction of the twin towers of the World Trade
Center, on September 11, 2001, killed nearly 3,000
people. The event was not only an enormous tragedy
but also represents a greatly highlighted awareness of a
new world situation, namely the presence of a cell-based
terrorist movement of Middle Eastern inspiration seeking
to destabilize American capitalism. The Tokyo workshop
project sought ideas for creation of a new residential space
in response to the psychological trauma provoked by the
WTC disaster.

Work by participants from all over the world, including
students from Japan, as well as from Vietnam, Romania,
and Taiwan, made it clear that the perception of an
identical incident is far from universal. Rather, it is
individualized in a way that may, among other factors,
reflect each country s political situation vis-a-vis the world
at large.
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My experience at Ecole d’architecture de Paris La Villette

I Fluet—sm sator ICHIKAWANZ)

| recently spent one year at the Ecole d'Architecture de
Paris, La Villette, studying the architecture and urbanism of
France. Characteristics of this institution are its "freedom,
emphasis on art, and internationalism”. | enjoyed the
year, espedially the classes given by professors . Meadows,
Y. Nussaume, and G. His.

i am particularly interested in housing and residential
areas. The above classes undertook to study residential
districts in various suburbs of Paris.

The most interesting design assignment was a project for
a small hut. For a month we students worked on designing
a 9 m2 hut, and we constructed a 1:1 scale model work
right in the garden of the college at La Viflette. The project
concept was “making a connection between a hut and
its physical environment.” We made our hut like a gift
package with a big cloth (4 x 7 m) and a rope. The floor
was of corrugated carton (2 x 2 m), and the hut contained
a tree.

We were also able to take part in an exhibition at IFA
(Institut Francais d'Architecture) during my stay.

| enjoyed getting to know French architectural culture. it
seems to me that the greatest difference between French
architecture and Japanese is its expressive power in a
physical sense. | have learned that such expression offers
one of the greatest of all possibilities for excitement in
architecture.

[Ecole d'architecture de Paris La Villette]
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