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Merit and Cost of Study in Japan: From Comparative Study of Tuition, Living
Expenses, Support Fund and Other Economic Factors of Self-Financed
Foreign Students in Japan, USA and Australia

g WAl GROELERFREPEY Y 8 —)
Yuriko SATO (International Student Center, Tokyo Institute of Technology)

®E F

A TIE, HRZFORFIEHBE IS 2 RBHEEOFE, BN, SRER & BENERO
RED S, BAEZANBORORB L FAORPIEIUG R 5F B2 E L. HAOSROBHEAD
R E

2009 FEDT—FIEDSE KT H L, REOFREIIVERRbE, AFREA—-A T T EE
KETHHLDOD, ZREVRE 720, FEIHBIKRIZIZAETD 5o HARIE 3 7 EPEEI R
b, SHRBIRENCR X, 8 28 B & TERINEEI AR S5 7% ER AL Vad, HARFEEE D
BEBHERZAONLEMD D Do 72, EHBEIERO V%2, BEORED 2 WEAENS W EHEE
SN, GRIE, EEIFEE, 7N, PRS2 &0 HARZOFHOIRH, I TOHAG -
HASALDE K. FHEAS = — X2 B £ 2 720 A B0 & X0 B0y 223 A AR BOR O R B AS 212
RBHEEZLND,
[F—7—F 23 AT, BESErhRse. BEBM, Bz

Abstract

In this article, tuition & fees, living expenses, host country’s support and other economic factors of self-
financed degree-seeking foreign students studying at universities in Japan, USA and Australia are compared and
the characteristics of foreign student policies and the effect on students’ choice of destination are analyzed in
order to obtain implications for Japan’s future policy.

The result of calculations based on the data in 2009 shows that the economic disbursement per student
is almost equal between USA and Australia. Although the average tuition & fees of USA are double those of
Australia and the average living expenses are at a similar level, USA’s support for foreign students is much
larger than Australia. In Japan, the study cost is lowest, the chance to obtain a moderate amount of support is
high and a part-time job is allowed for up to 28 hours per week. However, Japanese language study tends to be
perceived as an opportunity cost.

It is important to publicize the merits of studying in Japan including the actual study cost, employment and
part-time job opportunities. Promoting Japanese language and culture overseas and considering the need for a
skilled workforce in Japan are also vital to recruit foreign students.
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