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Land-use Zoning for Wind Energy in Germany: Focusing on Acceptance and Streamlining of

Planning Process
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Abstract : This paper investigates the land-use zoning for wind energy in Germany, focusing on
acceptance and streamlining of the planning process. The main findings are: (1) zoning helps increase
acceptance of individual projects if the public could participate in the planning process for the zoning
adequately; (2) although zoning provides high licensing predictability at an early stage, zoning doesn’t
reduce developers’ burden for site selection; (3) information gathered for zoning accelerates impact
assessments for individual projects; (4) zoning streamlines decision making for individual licensing,

this excludes areas that are unsuitable and intricate in terms of legal aspects at the initial stage.
Key Words : Wind Energy, Germany, Zoning, Acceptance, Planning, Streamlining
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