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During the period between the Taisho and the early Showa era, the redevelopment of the
Osaka metropolis was conspicuously enforced in the built-up area formed in the early modern
times, under the guideline of the municipal officers and the urban planners. While they
advanced the argument about the future urban configuration of Osaka in the journal, entitled
as “Dai-Osaka” published by the Osaka city Promotion Association, ordinary citizens, as
recipients perceiving the realized urban planning, came to share the urban image of Osaka
through the magazines and newspapers of its sorts. The previous studies about modern
Osaka, however, although dealing with various subjects on the modern urban history of
Osaka, are likely to ignore configuration of the urban image generated by the mental
interchange between the planners and the citizens. In such circumstances of research, this
study aims to clarify the urban image configuration of the modern Osaka through the mental
negotiation between the planners and the citizens.

As a result of analyzing the journal “Dai-Osaka’, the magazine “Kamigata’ admiring the
past culture of Osaka, the newspapers for the public, and the documents of the lawsuits at
conflicts between the administrators and the citizens accompanied by the urban development,
planners regarded the urban space as the homogeneous place which belonged to the public
subject, notwithstanding that the citizens regarded the urban space as the representation of
the economic activities by the capitalists.

In conclusion, the urban image of modern Osaka was shaped by the spatial conjunction of
two urban units: the Osaka station as the public subject, corresponding to the representation
of the economic activities in the city, and the boulevard Midosuji representing the economic
activities. In its process, the synchronic identity, as a canon of modernity, extending
homogeneously over the urban boundary to the external city, obtained an advantage over the

diachronic identity acquired in the course of the localized time as a history.
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