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The issue of global economic justice concerns the question of whether we have the
obligation of justice to improve the well-being of the world's poor beyond national
borders. In recent literature on the subject, the responsibility-based approach has
become influential. However, no responsibility-based theorists scrutinize the concept of
responsibility itself. To fill this gap, I try to explore the idea of responsibility and to
present a more appropriate version of the responsibility-based argument.

To begin with, I review non-responsibility based theories and identify difficulties
faced by them. Next, I examine responsibility-based arguments made by Thomas Pogge,
Iris Marion Young and Robert Goodin, respectively, and clarify their priorities to other
types of global justice theories and their drawbacks. Then I analyze the concept of
responsibility by looking at the situation in which responsibility matters and divide this
concept into backward-looking responsibility and forward-looking responsibility. I then
assess these arguments of responsibility-based theories mentioned above and clarify the
causes of their problems by re-examining the concept of responsibility.

By doing so, I show that responsibility toward the poor in developing countries should
be held by all groups and individuals who benefit from the structural injustice that
produces and reproduces poverty. I also argue that this responsibility includes
backward-looking and forward-looking forms of responsibility. Accordingly, our
obligation toward the world's poor should be comprehensive so that it includes the
redistribution of wealth from all groups and individuals who benefit from the structural
injustice to the poor who suffer from it.

Lastly, I respond to the objections of nationalists and statists, both of which are
skeptical to the obligation of global economic justice. I argue that it is difficult to
attribute responsibility to nations based on the models presented by nationalism and
that statism fails to provide reasons to limit the obligation of distributive justice within

a state.




