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While peri-urban farmland turned to be recognized as an important space to supply foods,
maintain natural resources, and enhance the quality of urban life in an era of decreasing
population in Japan, unused land and abandoned woodland has been increasing. The
fundamental factor of these problems would be the contradiction that is farmlands are
expected to demonstrate their public functions even though they are immovable properties for
landowners.

To overcome the contradiction and maintain peri-urban farmland sustainability, this study
focuses on the social activities designed to provide mutual aid to the farmers by urban
residents and considers their role in the desired governance of a suburban area.

To attain the above aims, the 18 interviews to the farmers and the 9 hearing surveys to the
social activities were conducted, in addition to the literature reviews and statistical analysis
concerning the current issues about maintaining peri-urban farmlands. As a result, this
study reveals the specific characteristics of the social activities, such as the function to
recover natural environment, preserve ecological system, and inherit culture, as well as
emphasizes its ability for maintaining farmlands where general farmer cannot cultivate
because of its low productivity.

This study concludes that the understanding of the natural ecology and the formation of the
nonmarket economy based on a free labor and land enables the local social activities to keep
the ability for social services and management of natural resources. Moreover, for the
development of the activities, this study proposes that local authorities would be better to
convert a strict land use control to a flexible guidance of land use which calls in a new actor to

a maintenance of peri-urban farmlands.
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