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It is hard for me to present anything more than the motive of my work in this case; but I can say that just as
the question of spiritualism was the moving principle in The Undiscovered County [Howells' novel published
in 1880], so the question of divorce will be that of The New Medea [the novel to be A Modern Instance].
(Letter from Howells to James R. Osgood [his publisher], February 18, 1881)
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