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A Study on the Japanese-Brazilian Settlement in Ooizumi-Machi, Gunma Pref. 
- Through the observation of the town spatial and social structure shift - 

* ** ** 
Taichi Ogino*, Sanae Sugita** and Masato Dohi** 

Many Japanese-Brazilians settled in several Japanese cities after the amendment of immigration law in 1990. This study 
aims to measure the impacts which the ethnic community brought to Japanese host-society.  Through the case study of 
Ooizumi-Machi, Gunma Pref., where foreign residents ratio is more than 16%, we have carried out the spatial and social 
survey to grasp those impacts. The results are as follows. The first 10year from 1990 would be considered as the period in 
which the host society showed its hospitality and the ethnic community was organized in many fields. Those two societies 
found its place separately, so the spatial segregation has emerged.  In the latest years in this period, as the ethnic community
grew, the conflicts between the host society and foreigners group began to be observed.  Next and recent 10year period, 
though the spatial segregation is more deepened, socially, the partnership between two social groups is sought by both 
communities. 
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