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Although the Japanese government has introduced some supporting policies for the employment
of international students, there are still many students who choose to return to their home countries to
work after their overseas study or a short-term working in Japan. This research aims to figure out
factors which influence the choice of Chinese graduates of Japanese Universities about whether to
stay in Japan or return to China and offer some suggestions on promoting their settlement in Japan.

In order to achieve this purpose, two surveys will be made through questionnaires: on 339
foreign graduates working in Japan(survey I ) and 322 Chinese graduates who work either in Japan or
China (survey II) respectively. Also interviews with Chinese graduates and companies in Japan or
China will be taken. Based on the results above and the push and pull theory, a comparison study
between Chinese graduates and their counterparts from other countries will be conducted in such
aspects as working places, reasons for returning or changing jobs, assessment of working places,
satisfaction with living environment, future plan. What’s more, the research intends to find out
characteristics of the career choices, and influencing factors by comparing and contrasting those
employees who majored in science & engineering and in humanities & social sciences, working in
Japan and China.

In summary, this dissertation makes a comprehensive exploration into factors that influence the
choice of Chinese graduates to stay in Japan or return to their countries by referring to the push and
pull theory. Based on the investigation, it is concluded that providing more promotion opportunities,
more work opportunities related to China, showing more considerations about their concerns, and
enhancing their understanding about the merits of fostering generalists in Japanese company personnel

management are some important means that facilitate Chinese graduates’ settlement in Japan.
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