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(Summary)

This thesis challenges the conventional understanding that the concept of “the social” is opposed
to “the public” in Hannah Arendt’s thought. It proposes the argument that the opposition is more
complicated and that the building of “the public” is difficult. Moreover, it suggests that we could
find the potential for forming “the public” from “the social.”

Firstly, the destruction of “the public” is brought about not only by the expansion of “labor” in the
social realm, but also by the unpredictable and limitless features of “action,” which has been
considered to be part of “the public” in traditional theories. Moreover, the aspect of groups in “the
social” is a decisive element that encourages racism and intensifies violence against discriminated
groups, and it leads to not only imperialism, but also totalitarianism, in addition to the aspect of
economy in “the social” is an organization of the life process, i.e., Gesellschaft, in Arendt’s thought.
According to the above considerations, the formation of “the public” is extremely difficult in
contemporary society.

Secondly, this thesis considers the building of the common world as a solution to the problems of
unpredictability and limitlessness in “action” in Arendt’s argument on the American Revolution.
The common world is composed by both “power” formed by people acting together and “promise.”
However, “power” itself tends to be unpredictably related to violence. Then, it is through “promise”
that people can expect the results of “action” and avoid potential violence. Arendt places great
importance on the interconnected principle of mutual promise and common deliberation, and offers
an idea to dissolve the aporia of arbitrariness and violence derived from the beginning of “action.”

Finally, Arendt’s idea regarding the formation of “the public” from “the social” is examined in the
last two chapters. She refers to a genealogy in the literature on society called societas, which is
derived from the way alliances were made based on “promise” in Ancient Rome. She also
interprets John Locke’s contract theory and the concept of the law as the rapport in Montesquieu’s
thought as a type of the genealogy. In conclusion, Arendt’s idea is that people acting together in

associations in “the social” can constitute “the public” by forming societas.



