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This study considers how to connect the local resources from exploration and evaluation to
conservation and utilization, by proposing the establishment and evolvement system of the local
heritage.

Chapter 2 examines the local heritage management steps in terms of the community
development through tourism by comparing to the previous studies. Chapter 3 analyzes activities
of exploration, evaluation, conservation and utilization by 32 regions and shows the characteristics
of local heritages by private groups through a case study. Chapter 4 shows the characteristics of
local heritages by the local municipalities that have continued their activity for more than three
years, from the point of view of continuity and diversification of the activities.

In chapter 5 and 6, a case study on the Amami heritage in Kagoshima prefecture is conducted
to consider how they established and evolved it, and how the local heritage system connects to
the tourism development. Chapter 5 reveals the history of the Amami heritage since the locals
took the idea of eco-museum into the region in 1990s, and how they established the local heritage
system as a part of the Basic Scheme for Historic and Cultural Properties in 2011, as well as its
developing process after the establishment, by using the analysis of official documents and local
newspapers and interviewing survey. Chapter 6 studies cases of tourism development projects in
two settlements in Amami city and indicates their difference in terms of evolving the system of
local heritage and its sustainability. A comparative study to the policies for registration of the world
natural heritage of the UNESCO is also conducted and it explains the relationship between local
heritage and world heritage in Amami.

In Chapter 7, this study proposes the establishing and evolving system of the local heritage in
community development through tourism by integrating all the results revealed in the precedent

chapters. Chapter 8 concludes the study.
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