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This paper aims to clarify Yanagi Muneyoshi (1889-1961)'s thought about the ‘plainness’ of crafts.
Yanagi is well renowned as the leader of the ‘Mingei (folk craft) movement’ and there are many previous
studies about him, but his thought about plainness has not been researched enough.

In Chapter 1, I reference the previous studies and confirm the subject of this research.

In Chapter 2 - Chapter 4, I consider Yanagi’s text about plainness, focusing on the period from 1910
to 1923, the period from 1925 to the 1940s, and the period from 1948 to 1961 (the year of his death).
From 1910 to 1923, Yanagi was a member of the ‘Shirakaba’ (a literary coterie magazine), and at that
time he made an early theory about plainness, in which he interpreted its figure as ‘infinity’ or
‘nothingness’ (Chapter 2). From 1925 to the 1940s, Yanagi created the word ‘Mingei’ and led the
‘Mingei movement’, and he found the beauty of plainness in various folk crafts and understood it as a
reflection of makers’ attitude toward natural material (Chapter 3). From 1948 to 1961, Yanagi formed
‘Buddhism-aesthetic’ (aesthetic based on Pure Land Buddhism), and he focused plainness of old ceramic
wares as simple examples of the power beyond artificiality (Chapter 4).

In Chapter 5, I consider the relation between Yanagi's thought about plainness in which its beauty is
always placed as ‘being seen’ existence and the contexts of craft makers. In addition, I consider the
relation between Yanagi’s theory and the technique of Hamada Shoji (1894-1978), especially his salt
glaze technique which gave Yanagi the hope that a new form of the beauty of plainness could be created.

From these considerations, in Chapter 6, I conclude that Yanagi found the beauty of plainness in a
variety of works, and he consistently projected religious themes (‘nothingness’ or ‘the power beyond

artificiality’) onto them.
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