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This study explores the global phenomenon of megacities and the understanding of urban representation, aiming to
clarify the framework of the image of Chinese megacities through city promotional videos (city PVs). Over the past 40
years, China's rapid economic growth and extensive urban development have transformed some of its cities into global
competitors. In line with the international city marketing trends, municipal offices in China have actively produced city
PVs to attract domestic and international attention. Eighteen city promotional videos from populous, economically
significant cities were selected as materials.

Firstly, city PVs were divided into hierarchical analytical unit of scene and shot, with depicted elements extracted and
examined through a hierarchical classification into main and sub-elements. These elements were categorized into two
primary dimensions: Space and Activities, with further subcategories including Urban Space, Built Structure, Culture,
and Leisure. The proportion, historical attributes, and combination of these elements were discussed, and six types were
identified.

Next, the depiction forms based on camera techniques and scene organization were analyzed. Each shot
was distinguished between object-focused and context-focused depictions, and tendencies between cities were conducted
accordingly. The opening and closing scenes, as well as the repeated elements, were discussed as key features of scene
organization. Four depiction patterns were identified based on a comprehensive investigation.

Finally, a comprehensive analysis integrated the findings to explore the impact of geographical, historical, and
economic factors on the urban representation. It was classified that, while geographical factors primarily influence the
depicted content, geocultural aspects play a crucial role in shaping depiction forms. Furthermore, a comparative analysis
of city PVs from 12 international megacities revealed the characteristics of the Chinese megacities' image. The results
highlight the complex interplay between local cultural identity and the evolving modernization trajectory of Chinese
megacities, offering a structured methodological approach for future research.
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