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This study, entitled "Spatial, Functional Composition and Utilization of Common Cores in Danish School
Architecture," consists of six chapters.

Chapter 1 describes the background, purpose, value, originality, and methodology of the study. This study
focuses on the common core, the internal square in school, as one of the learning environments that support the
development of students’ social competence and active citizenship. This paper aims to clarify the planning
significance of common cores by analyzing spatial, functional composition and utilization of those in Denmark,
whose school system is based on an ideal of active citizenship and where school squares have been designed
continuously since the 1930s. The transition of common cores in Denmark, its neighboring countries, and Japan
is also overviewed.

Chapter 2 examines the spatial, functional composition, and utilization of common cores in primary and lower
secondary public schools, Folkeskoler. Common cores are found to be characterized by the functions and
corners encompassing or adjacent to them, particularly associated with library and auditorium functions.
Common cores serving plural functions prevent total floor area from being excessive. Teachers consider them
places for pupils to develop autonomy and to learn behavior in the social space step-by-step.

Chapter 3 examines the spatial, functional composition, and utilization of common cores in general upper
secondary schools, Gymnasier. Common cores are particularly associated with auditorium and canteen
functions. Teachers consider them flexible spaces for interactions, events, and students' autonomous actions
importantly.

Chapter 4 examines commonalities and differences in common cores of primary and lower secondary schools
and upper secondary schools, based on the findings in Chapters 2 and 3.

Chapter 5 focuses on lesson activities and systems of settings in light of the utilization of common cores
discussed in the previous chapters and examines the actual status of common cores and their role. The variety of
space sizes and ample open spaces for students to learn lead to teachers' content with facilities. Common cores
are used for group work and small projects. It indicates that the common core supports collaborative and multi-
disciplinary learning.

Chapter 6, "Conclusion," summarizes the results obtained up to the previous chapters and summarizes the

findings of this thesis.
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