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(Summary)

This dissertation explores how people from different countries living in Japan perceive the dwelling
environment in Japan, and how they update their schemata of the dwelling environment through their living
experience there as illustrates the uniqueness of the dwelling environment in Japan, as well as the

commonalities with other regions and countries. It consists of the following six chapters:

Chapter 1 describes the purpose of the dissertation after clarifying the research perspective and the structure of

it from the perspective of environmental transition and the cognitive framework of environmental perception.

Chapter 2 analyses the characteristics of how dwelling environment are perceived and their changes based on
the literature survey by clarifying the perceptions and changes in the dwelling environment in Japan by people

from various countries who have lived or traveled in Japan.

Chapter 3 discusses the perception of the current dwelling environment of people from various countries living

in Tokyo based on the questionnaire survey.

Chapter 4 clarifies the perceptions of people from various countries living in Tokyo about the dwelling
environment and living styles of Japan and how it changed based on the interview. The result indicates the
formation of the schemata of dwelling environment from the “correspondence of living styles" in dwelling

environment after living in Japan.

Chapter 5 contrasts the literature survey, questionnaire and interview survey of the perception of the dwelling
environment in Japan and the way of living, as well as their changes and summarises the relationship between
the characteristics of the dwelling environment in Japan and the “correspondence of living styles™. It then
clarifies the commonalities and uniqueness of the characteristics of the dwelling environment in Japan with
other regions, and furthermore, regarding the process of forming a "Schemata of the dwelling environment" in
the perception of it in Japan, clarifies that the characteristics of it differ in terms of whether they are updated or

not, depending on the evaluation of the value of these qualities.

Chapter 6 summarises the findings of the chapters and concludes the dissertation.
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