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Against the backdrop of Japan’s declining population and chronic labour shortages, this
research examines the relationship between international students’ degree studies at
Japanese universities and their post-graduation employment, with the aim of supporting
the career development of international graduates in Japan.

The study consists of three parts. The first part analyses data from the International
Student Career Outcome Survey to identify characteristics associated with a higher
likelihood of securing employment in Japan after graduation. It also considers international
students who, despite their aspirations, encounter challenges in finding jobs.

The second part maps the educational and employment pathways of international graduates
from 15 key countries that collectively account for over 90 percent of Japan's international
graduate population. It investigates what factors influence international graduates’ entry
into the Japanese labour market.

The third part is a case study focusing on international students enrolled in English-taught
master’s programmes in science and engineering and the difficulties they often face in
securing employment. This section examines their career aspirations, job-search behaviours,
and Japanese language proficiency to provide a nuanced understanding of their
circumstances.

Through this multi-faceted analysis, the research offers practical insights into facilitating
the transition of international students from education to employment. It underscores the
1importance of tailored support strategies, enhanced language training, and coordinated
efforts among industry, academia, and government to optimise the contributions of

international graduates to Japan’s workforce and innovation landscape.
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