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Formalization of understanding process prototypes
from paraphrases of foreign students dialogues
in seminors of scientific and technical fields

Kikuko Nishina
Tokyo Institute of Technology
2-12-5 Ohokayama, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo 152 Japan

The seminars at Tokyo Institute of Techhology at which foreign students presented their
works were recorded on video, forming a video data base.
It is observed that foreign students and Japanese patispants (including supervisors) use s
ome linguistic stratagies to reach mutlal understanding. This paper ana],yzes paraphrases by
foreing students and other pat1s1pants in order to reach saficient mutual understanding.
Here an attemption is made to formalize the prototype from lexical level to disucourse leve
1, specially forcused on discourse coherence of the dialogues. ' ’
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