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Development of a Japanese CALL system Asunaro for Asian students

HRILERSF
Tokyo Institute of Technology

B 2
Manabu Okumura
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Nishina Kikuko

Asunaro, a Japanese reading comprehension system with multilingual dictionaries, has been
developed as a Web learning system. This paper reports how different aspects of Asunaro, such as
syntactic structure analysis, multilingual displays, syntactic displays, concordancer and displays of
grammatical items, have been developed during the last three years. In order to clarify the
relationship of learners' understanding between syntactic structure display and their meaning
comprehension, we performed experiments evaluating which display is the most understandable for
users. As a result, we concluded that the tree structure is preferred among the four displays. Based
on the experimental evidence we can conclude that Asunaro should be useful for learners in Asia
regardless of their language background.
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