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Fieldnet and GIS: Sharing academic information for field scientists
Wakana Shiino, Daichi Ishimori, Takeo Onishi, Gaku Kajimaru,
Osuke Komazawa, Yasuhisa Kondo, Yasuaki Sato, Takanobu Sawagaki,

Kikuko Shoyama, Kotaro Fukui, Sumito Matoba, and Takuro Furusawa

Abstract: Field science, or fieldwork-based scientific approach, includes geography, environmental
studies, ecology, anthropology, sociology, and archaeology, for example. Recent interdisciplinary
research projects have gradually merged the boundary between natural and cultural sciences. Thus, for
such an interdisciplinary fieldwork, the field scientists need learn the methodologies and protocols of
other fields of research. In order to enable this, Fieldnet, a social network for the Japanese field
scientists was established in 2007. This paper reports the activities of the Fieldnet, including GPS
tutorials, and discusses a possibility that GIS will become a common infrastructure for the field

scientists to handle and share field data with other researchers in the near future.
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