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English Abstract

Revitalization of Local Areas through Increasing International Students:
A Cross Analysis of the Joint Efforts by Municipal Governments and
Universities

Yuriko Sato, Hiroko Hashimoto

When compared to metropolitan areas, local areas have several
disadvantages in trying to attract international students. They all face common
phenomena including an aging population, a smaller number of companies and
less employment opportunities, as well as the widening gap with the
metropolitan areas. Many international students prefer to study in a

metropolitan city, seeking a more exciting environment and better
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employment opportunities. Despite this, local areas can actually provide
several merits for international students such as inexpensive living costs, a
rich natural environment, traditional local culture and better support provided
jointly by the municipal government, universities and local communities. Both
in Australia and Japan, several municipalities have started working with local
universities to attract and support international students.

In this paper, the authors attempt to cross analyze these joint
efforts in the two countries based on the following hypotheses:

1. Larsen and Vincent-Lancrin named the internationalization of
higher education in English speaking countries as “commercial
approach”, while that in non English speaking countries was
named “cultural approach”. This difference would be reflected
in the efforts by the municipal governments in Australia
(English speaking country) and Japan (non English speaking
country).

2. The needs for internationalization and vitalization through
international students would differ according to ethnic diversity
and aging of the regional population. This difference would be
reflected on the joint efforts.

3. The expectation towards international students would differ
according to the regional economic composition. This would be
reflected on the joint efforts.

The authors analyzed the cases of the Australian State of South
Australia (SA), and Oita, Akita, Fukuoka, Hiroshima and Shizuoka
prefectures in Japan and tested these hypotheses.

Regarding the first hypothesis, there is a clear difference between
the joint efforts in SA and those in Japanese prefectures.

The state government of SA set up Education Adelaide in 1998 in

collaboration with both the Adelaide City Council and local universities. ItS’



mission is to increase SA’s market share of international students in Australia
and to establish Adelaide as an international education destination by
highlighting advantages for international students. International education
was SA’s fourth biggest export earner, generating 990 million Australian
dollars in 2009. The main purpose of the joint efforts to increase international
students is to increase the export income. From this view point, SA’s approach
can be labelled as a “commercial approach”.

On the other hand, in Oita and Akita, the main goal of the joint
efforts 1s to internationalize the education and the region. Governor
Hiramatsu invited Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) in Oita
prefecture in 2000. Half of the APU students are from overseas and half of the
courses are taught in English. In the last ten years, the number of
international students in Oita has increased by 14 times. NPO University
Consortium Oita was established by the collaboration of the prefectural
government, local universities and the local Chambers of Commerce and
Industry in order to support the international students and to promote
exchange with local people. 95% of the international students in APU pay
reduced or no tuition and fees. Economic benefit is not expected from them.
The balance of APU management is sustained by the Japanese students who
pay full tuition fees, which are among the highest in Japanese universities.
Japanese students pay such high tuition fees because they can receive
international education, which is made possible by the existence of
international students.

Akita International University (AIU) was set up by the Akita
prefectural government in 2004 in order to promote the internationalization
of the area. AIU’s international education has been realized by the acceptance
of exchange students from its overseas partner universities. The number of
international students doubled in the area since AIU’s establishment.

Although little economic effect is gained from them, the international



students are welcomed as the participants of exchange events held in various
parts of Akita.

Fukuoka, Hiroshima, Shizuoka prefectures are located on the
“Pacific Belt”, where economic activities are known to be vigorous. These
prefectural governments have started the joint efforts with universities and
companies to recruit, support and promote employment of international
students 1in these areas. Their major motivation is to increase the
competitiveness of local industries by recruiting a highly skilled foreign
workforce from the international students who have come to study in these
areas.

The joint efforts in Oita and Akita may be labelled as an
“Internationalization approach” and those in Fukuoka, Hiroshima and
Shizuoka can be referred to as a “human resources recruitment approach”,
rather than “cultural approach”.

Regarding the second hypothesis, the percentage of the foreign
born population in SA is 20 %, while the percentage of foreign born
population in Japanese prefectures is from 0.3 to 1.9%. The percentage of
over 65 year old population in SA is 15% while that of Japanese prefectures
are from 21 to 28%. There is a clear tendency that in the region where the
percentage of foreign born population is low and aged population is high,
activities to utilize international students as “internationalization and
vitalization resources” are more frequently observed.

Finally, in regard to the third hypothesis, the regional economic
situation is reflected on the expectation towards the international students and
joint efforts. In SA, international students are mainly expected as an important
source of income and the joint efforts are mainly directed to their recruitment.
In Fukuoka, Hiroshima and Shizuoka on the Pacific Belt, their joint efforts
are mainly directed to the recruitment of excellent foreign workforce to

increase the competitiveness of local industries. The economic scale of Oita



and Akita in the peripheral part of Japan is relatively small, so the need of
excellent foreign workforce in the local industries is not strong. International
students are mainly expected to be ‘“internationalization and vitalization

resources”.



