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There were some technical problems in Neander DB, the RNMH lithic industry data-
base. First, an increasing number of records have led us to realise inter-regional inconsistencies
in the terminology of lithic industries and periodisation. Second, the concept of “cultural layers”,
which has originally been developed in the Levant and Europe because there are a number of
Palaeolithic cave or rock-shelter sites in which anthropogenic deposits are geologically layered,
is difficult to be applied to open sites in Siberia and other parts of the world (Kondo 2012).

In order to fix these problems, the metadata structure of Neander DB was thoroughly re-
viewed and improved. In the new version, Neander DB 2.0, the numerical cardinalities between
the tables of site (cultural layer), lithic industry, and period were reorganised. One cultural layer
is related to one and more lithic industries, and each industry belongs to one and more regions
and regionally defined time periods.

Neander DB 2.0 was launched in July 2012. With a clarified metadata structure, it suc-
cessfully provides more accurate text-based retrieval of the attributes such as periods, lithic in-
dustries, and presence of fossils. As of December 24, 2012, the RNMH lithic industry database
“Neander DB” has recorded a total of 159 lithic industries from 4,402 cultural layers of 2,067
sites and 5,301 radiometric samples. These data was compiled from a total of 593 literature
sources. The study area covers the whole part of Europe, Africa, Asia, and Near Oceania.

It is an important characteristics of Neander DB that the database structure is continu-
ously improved on user’s requests and according to the data nature. The next generation, Nean-
der DB 3.0, is being planned to develop functions in data sharing and publication that will be
required an online database and map architecture with associative retrieving system will be nec-

essary at the final phase of the project.
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