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This dissertation aims to clarify how various media usages influence intercultural communication between international
students and Japanese students. Based on the theories of intercultural communication, this study focuses on (1) Japanese
students’ impression formations of Chinese students through cell phone communication, (b) international students’ perception
of different communication media, which is related to their usage of cell phones/computers taking into consideration their
different Japanese language levels, and (c) international students’ intercultural adaptation situation in Japan.

As a result, it was found that (1) Japanese students’ impressions of Chinese students via cell phone text messages were
more stereotypical than those via cell phone calls, due to the Chinese students’ syntax errors in their Japanese language usage
although nearly 70% had passed the JLPT-Levels 1&2. (2) International students with JLPT-Levels 1&2 sent more cell
phone text messages and accessed the Internet via cell phones more frequently, and perceived cell phone usage to be more
effective than computers, while international students who did not passed JLPT 1&2, sent emails via PC frequently and
perceived PC usage as more effective. (3) International students’ communication media usages, especially of cell phones,
had a particularly positive influence on their satisfaction and likeableness vis-a-vis regular Japanese students, which
suggested that cell phone usage made a greater contribution to promoting their satisfaction and likeableness than computer
usage. However, there was no significant correlation between intercultural adaptation situation and their perception of
adaptation, which meant that cell phone usages had no effects on promoting their communication with Japanese people.

From the above results, the author suggests that (a) it is necessary to offer grammar-based guidance for international
students’ usage of cell phone text messages since there were more syntax errors in Japanese language even among the
mid-advanced level of Japanese leaners who used more cell phone text messages, and (b) people need to realize that cell
phone usage does not promote international students’ real adaptation in Japan, and it is necessary to communicate via other
ways such as face-to-face, and so on.
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