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The diverse form of citizen participation in the urban settings can be
understood as acts trying to recover their own local systems against standardization
and popularization in public authorities or large-scale policies. Therefore, considering
the level of citizen participation in a certain city may lead to reconsidering the state of
its democracy, helping us to come up with a clear vision of a democracy itself. Especially,
the cities in the region of Atlantic rim, like Latin American and European cities, have
been experiencing fascism and authoritarianism politics based on the monocracy until
recent years.

This study focuses on the International Observatory on Participatory
Democracy (IOPD), an international network mainly between Latin American and
European cities aiming to promote “democracy of the city”. The aim is to identify the
character defined in the process of its establishment, and the specific interaction
between the member cities of IOPD which are improving participatory approach in
mutual relationships. This study is conducted by analyzing 152 participatory programs
nominated for “Best Practice of Citizen Participation” awards of 2006 — 2012, which was
given in annual Conference of the IOPD.

As a result of the analysis, this study describes the 6 specific relationship
improving the participatory approach, such as participatory budget, participatory
planning, developing the community and usual communication between the cities
around the Barcelona. In addition, present a theoretical framework explaining that
individual efforts to improve their democracy of the city may lead to create the network
of IOPD for the democracy of the city as a whole in the Latin America and European

regions.



