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Power assist type mobile cart development to support HOT patients’ going out
- Study on user-following cart control applying impedance control -
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Masatsugu IRIBE, O.E.C.U., iribe@isc.osakac.ac.jp, Yuma SAITO, O.E.C.U.
Gen ENDO, T.M.D.U., Toshio TAKUBO, T.W.M.U., Mineko OHIRA, East Nagano Hospital

Home Oxygen Therapy (HOT) patients need portable oxygen equipment at the time of going out. However, the
currently-used oxygen equipment is heavy enough to discourage HOT patients from their going out. Therefore we try
to develop the power assist robotic cart which supports HOT patients’ going out. Especially we try to develop the
carry-cart type mobile robot which can assist HOT patients and be controlled by same operation of currently-used
cart. In this paper, we describe our proposed carry-cart type mobile robot and then show its effectiveness.

Key Words: Home Oxygen Therapy, Power assist, Mobile cart, Force control.
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Fig.1 HOT patients” going out with their portable oxygen equipment
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Fig.2 Overview of the proposed power assist cart
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Fig.3 The developed cart’s operating principle
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Fig.4 Hardware block diagram
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Fig.5 Control system block diagram of each drive wheel
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Fig.6 Transient response of the control system
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Fig.7 Experimental result of pulling force ('in doors )
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Fig.8 Experimental result of pulling force
(out of doors, pavement surface)
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Fig.9 Experimental result of pulling force in Esaka park
(out of doors, unleveled and inclining surface)

Fig.10 User evaluation test by HOT patient
(out of doors, unleveled and inclining surface)
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