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This study aims to elucidate visitors’ gaze on the aspects of local lives in a historical district and
their evaluation of the district in consideration of the importance of researching visitors’ gaze on
relatively mundane local aspects in back regions of destinations as compared to more prominent and touristic
front stages as well as of the recent focus on local lives as attractions for visitors in the field of
community-based tourism. First, the results of the content analysis of travel magazine articles about
the target district in Takayama City, Gifu prefecture, imply that historical districts are depicted not
only as architectures but also in relation with human activities, and that focuses in Takayama City seem
to have shifted from historical elements to walking. The results of the subsequent questionnaire survey
to visitors point to the co—existence of the district’ s characteristics as touristic spaces and ones
as spaces for local lives. The aspects of local lives in the district were then elicited with use of a
questionnaire survey to visitors, and the elicited aspects were found to be classified into the aspects
for visitors and the ones that are nor for visitors in the results of the subsequent survey to locals.
Finally, visitors’ gaze on multi—faceted aspects, including touristic and local aspects, was suggested
to lead to their more favourable evaluations of the district in light of senses of harmony and uniqueness,
perceived opportunities of learning and interactions and their intention to recommend others to visit
the district. Managerially speaking, the results of this study highlight the importance of visitors’

gaze on the local aspects of a historical district for tourism promotion. Theoretically, the results point
to the concept of touristic local aspects, which offers a new perspective regarding the framework of front
and back regions in tourism destinations.
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