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Although Japan is very rich in geothermal resources, the large scale geothermal development has stagnated
over the past decades. One of the reasons is objections raised by local residents, particularly neighborhood
hot spring owners. These people are concerned that geothermal development could bring about bad effects
on their hot springs. However, there has been no study done thus far that clarifies what lies behind the
situation mentioned above. For this reason, this study aims to clarify the factors and structures of
community acceptance on geothermal power development.

First of all, the author surveyed the situation of conflicts over geothermal power developments in Japan,
and conducted seven case studies, including five conflict cases. Based on the four main analytic viewpoints,
such as distributional fairness, procedural fairness, trust and schema, we obtained some findings as
follows. (1) A sense of distributional unfairness is formed by risk recognition enhanced by negative
information from outside of community, change of hot springs after project starts, heuristics and so on.
(2) Evaluation of procedural fairness and trust could be affected by lack of participation opportunities,
developer’ s attitudes towards risk events as well as undemocratic decision making process. (3) It is
difficult to ease risk recognition or build trustworthiness due to risk invisibility, information asymmetry
and uncertainty of underground. (4) All things above could affect the schema, which has an effect not
only on their attitudes towards the project, but also the other projects outside of the area through the
networks of hot spring businesspeople.

Based on questionnaire survey the author conducted quantitative analysis about attitudes of hot spring
owners towards geothermal developments. The main findings are (1) Some differences were found between
structure of negative attitude and positive attitude for geothermal development, (2) The people’ s attitudes
is affected by mainly trust for project promoters and risk recognition, (3) Trust is not the only factor
that directly and largely influences their attitude. It is an indirect influence that decreases risk
recognition and increases benefit recognition, (4) The benefit recognition influences for their attitudes

less than risk recognition.
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