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The purpose of this study is to identify what are the essential elements of an effective
structure for promoting the holistic regeneration of communities and their natural
environments.

For this purpose, firstly, based on the existing literature, I will discuss the situation
and the issues related to natural resource management in the satoyama in Japan.
Secondly, focusing on the Landcare movement in Australia, a nation-wide movement of
community-based natural resource management, I will describe the principal
characteristic elements of this movement. This will be grounded on in-field research
including interviews with individuals and observations through participation. I will
demonstrate that there are three characteristic elements that constitute a model for a
structure based on partnership between governments and civil society organisations and
providing support for local groups. I will then discuss a possible application of this model
to Japan through showing and analysing the case of a group called the Secretariat to
Promote the Establishment of Landcare in Japan (SPELJ).

As a conclusion, I will show that an effective structure for promoting a holistic
regeneration of communities and their natural environments will require a structure that
1s highly attuned to each locale, that is based on a partnership between governments and
civil society organisations, and that supports the establishment and management of
voluntary and autonomous local groups. I will also suggest that such a structure will have
the following three characteristic elements: it will be characterised by the establishment
of a system and a spirit of multi-party partnership throughout the nation; it will develop
securing the human resource to function as coordinators supporting local groups with the
flexibility to adjust to each locale; it will maintain a holistic support system by

governments which respect to the autonomy of local groups.
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