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Thesis Summary (approx.300 English Words )
This study is titled “Significance and Sustainability of Urban—Rural Interchange” . It aims to outline

the trends of policies on urban—rural interchange and transition of its evaluation through the discourses
in the technical magazine, to examine the factors of sustainable interchange and the roles of the
organization which mainly manages the interchange, and to clarify the meanings of interchange for each
residents urban and rural.

First, the results of discourses analysis show that interchange had prevailed throughout the country twice
in the late 70’ s and the late 90’ s, and in recent years it is deepening itself toward co—operative
relationship between urban and rural residents as the endogenous development of rural areas has reached
a limit.

Second, from the results of the questionnaire survey, two problems are indicated to be solved in sustainable
development of urban—-rural interchange; how change the way of administration from government—led to
community—led and how maintain the activities in spite of reducing and shortage of operators.

In conclusion, the consideration is given that rural areas have been groping for realistic vitalization
based on their situation after the limit of effects repeatedly indicated of stereotypical policies. The
results of comparative analysis of case studies imply that it is important for rural communities to decide
to introduce interchange by themselves and ahead of the times, and to perform community—supporting function
as well as connecting function between urban and rural residents. Furthermore, it reveals that urban and
rural residents share the value and richness of rural areas through interchange, and suggests that
interchange have meanings of maintenance of agriculture as lifestyle, conservation of farm and forest,
inheritance and creation of rural culture, and derivation of farming activities in urban areas in modern
society.
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Note : Thesis Summary should be submitted in either a copy of 2000 Japanese Characters and 300 Words (English) or 1copy of 800
Words (English).
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Attention: Thesis Summary will be published on Tokyo Tech Research Repository Website (T2R2).




