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“Reconnection” has become an increasingly prevalent feature of London’s rough sleeping policies in
recent years. It seeks to reconnect rough sleepers to an area where they have a “local connection” and
therefore can access social networks and support services. Proponents endorse reconnection on the
grounds that individuals are most likely to re-establish themselves in the area with which they are most
familiar and have the greatest social ties, and that they are often not entitled to access the services and
support needed in an area they are sleeping rough because they do not have a local connection. The
growing emphasis on reconnection in rough sleeping policies could be understood as a new urban
strategy, and this study aims to consider the meaning of this newly emerging phenomenon that is taking
place in the global city, London, where the identification of rough sleepers is widespread due to the usage

of a multi-agency online recording system about rough sleeping individuals.

Through the examination of institutional backgrounds, policy-making processes, implemented programs
and individual cases of reconnection in relation to the online recording system, the study concludes that
the current support system for rough sleepers in London seeks to recover the connection that each
individual has to a particular local area, and which has been embodied as a solid idea by the
identification of rough sleepers through the online recording system. The reconnection policy recognises
that an individual gradually gains a local connection to an area as they live there, and the connection
gained in turn promotes the individual’s stable living in the area. The fact that a growing emphasis is put
on the reconnection policy that values the interrelationship between individuals and local connections has
important implications for modern cities, one of the principles of which has been people’s freedom of

movement.
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