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Thesis Summary 

People displaced by development projects are normally resettled to new locations 

through either government-led or donor involved resettlement schemes. A goal of a 

resettlement scheme is to restore the livelihoods of the affected people to its initial 

state. Despite significant improvements in conducting resettlement programs, this 

goal remains imaginary. Even when enough funds are provided by international 

agencies, a resettlement program is more likely to result into impoverishment of 

the affected people. The continuous state of impoverishment due to resettlement 

activities suggests that new conceptual analysis is necessary. This fact has given 

rise to an emerging concept of local people’s adaptation to resettlement impacts. 

Unfortunately, the tradition resettlement practice has neglected this concept, 

hence the failure to utilize the capabilities of the affected people in the 

resettlement programs. 


