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Summary

"Morphological characteristics of top-lit spaces in contemporary architecture" argues the morphological 

characteristics of top-lit space, such as, exhibition spaces of art museum, open stack reading spaces in library, 

and worship spaces in religious building, and clarifies the correspondence relationship between these forms and 

the functions abstracted as things and people. This thesis consists of the following six chapters.

Chapter 1 describes background and purpose of the research, materials and methods of the research, relation 

with the conventional research, and composition and outline of the thesis.

Chapter 2 argues the morphological characteristics of exhibition spaces lit by skylight in art museum. Seven 

morphological types are derived from the correspondence relation between the form of the exhibition space and 

the arrangement of the skylight is examined. The type that following the character of “white cube” generally 

seen in the modern art museum defined as “archetype” because of its correspondence number. Then, the other 

form of spaces and arrangement of the skylights clarify to three other operations. In addition, a part of the 

morphological characteristics was clarified by the combination of exhibition space of each art museum was 

examined.

Chapter 3 argues the morphological characteristics of open stack reading space lit by skylight in library. Nine 

types are derived from analyzing the combination of the planar arrangement of the skylight, the cross-sectional 

configuration of the space, and the functions placed under the skylight, and the morphological characteristics of 

each type are examined.

Chapter 4 argues the morphological characteristics of worship space lit by skylight in religious buildings. 

Eight morphological types are derived from the correspondence relation between the planar arrangement of the 

skylight and the sectional shape of the ceiling is examined. These types reveal a part of morphological 

characters such as "contrast" and "integration" of chancel and nave by the arrangement of the skylight.

Chapter 5 argues the morphological characteristics of top-lit space in various buildings from the relationship 

between objects and people. First, how differences are appeared as the form of space in the differences of types 

of exhibition theme, users, and denominations, are examined. In the last, each use is respectively reconsidered 

as "space for things", "space for things and people", and "space for people", and arranged by the relation with 

the plane arrangement of the skylight, and the character of the form of each space are clarified by the concept of 

light, "homogeneity", "centrality", and "directionality".

Chapter 6, "Conclusion" summarizes the results came up from the previous chapters in this thesis. This 

conclusion seeks as a new building type found from the characteristics of the skylight against the current 

building type classified by the use. At the same time, it is considered to be useful as a new guideline of 

architectural design technique of day lighting by skylight.




